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American Government
2014-2015
COURSE SYLLABUS
Teacher: Mr. Assmann



Plan Time: 1st Period

Office:
 Room 202

                                    E-mail: cassmann@gceagles.org
Phone: 308-772-3242 Ext. 3011









Course Description

This course will review early American history, historical figures, and historical documents.   The course will also address forms of government in the modern world, powers and responsibilities of government and its branches, relationships between state and federal government, and will introduce basic economic concepts. This course will be taught using homework, activities, quizzes, tests, projects, student guided work, and participation in classroom debates.

Materials

Students must also bring their MacBook and associated equipment everyday.  This technology will serve as an instructional device, student organizer, learning resource, and assessment tool. If you do not have a MacBook you will be expected to bring paper and a pencil to class. There will be no textbook issued for this course.
Student Expectations

Students are expected to be respectful of the instructor, administration, paraprofessionals, school faculty, and all other students in the class.  Quality learning can only be achieved in an environment where all students feel safe and comfortable to discuss ideas and issues.  Students are expected to contribute to the effective classroom environment with their actions, involvement, and effort. Students are also expected to bring all materials listed above everyday, unless previously excused by the instructor. This course will follow the same discipline policy as the one found in the Parent-Student Handbook.

Student Goals

Students will develop a knowledge base of the American government system that will allow them to understand, participate fully in, and be aware of, their national, state, and local governments. 
Grading Policy 
Daily Work/Projects
Daily work and projects will be worth 40% of your total semester grade. Daily work will be considered all assignments done in class, class activities, bellwork, class projects, and individual semester projects. Students who have an excused absence will be allowed 1 school day to make up work for each 1 school day they were excused.
Homework

Homework will be checked for completion and reviewed at the beginning of class.  Homework grades will be graded on completion and grades will be worth 5% of final grades.
Policy regarding late work will follow the GCHS late work policy. Late work will be excepted if turned in the same day as the due date for up to a 70%. If the student presents an adequate plan to change their behavior the late assignment may earn up to 100%.  Students who have an excused absence will have 1 school day to complete makeup work for each 1 school day they were excused.

Tests and Quizzes

Tests and quizzes will be worth 55% of your total semester grade. Tests may be administered online or in paper format. Tests and Quizzes constitute weekly unit quizzes, chapter quizzes, and unit tests. Students will always have a chance to review their score on a test, and I will answer any questions that they might have. Tests will then be recollected and final grades entered.  Tests must be made up upon a students return, given they knew of the assessment before their absence.
Extra Credit

Extra credit will be offered to all students in the class.  Extra credit may include abstracts of content related articles or videos.  The article/video must be pre-approved by the instructor and extra points earned will be applied toward your daily work earned points.
Technology 

Garden County Schools has made a tremendous financial effort to allow students the advantage of individually using technology in the classroom setting. This class will strive to use technology as extensively as possible for daily work, homework, projects, and assessments, as well as incorporate technology into our daily schedule.  Students are expected to use the provided technology responsibly and appropriately for the purpose it was provided.
Extra Help 
I am always wiling to give students extra help if needed. Due to coaching, the best time to come in for help would be the mornings. I will try to be in my room by 7:15 every morning and will be available until 3:50 after school.
The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus at anytime to adjust to curriculum and instruction.
I have read and accept the policies in this syllabus:

Parent Signature ____________________________________

Student Signature ____________________________________

